Airway fire due to diathermy during tracheostomy in an intensive care patient.
We describe a case of airway fire in an 83-year-old, critically ill patient. The fire occurred during a surgical tracheostomy under general anaesthesia, following ignition of the tracheal tube by diathermy. After debridement of the burnt tissue and treatment with intravenous antibiotics and glucocorticoids, the patient's respiratory function worsened initially. The patient eventually recovered without long-term sequelae and was discharged from the intensive care unit. The circumstances of this and other similar incidents are reviewed, as are the suggested methods for preventing this frightening occurrence.